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“Mithridatium” is one of the most renowned antidotes in history, traditionally
attributed to the king of Asia Minor. This study aimed to identify and report
the historical and medical background of this remedy. Using a qualitative,
documentary research method, this study reviewed information from
medical and historical texts to define the true identity of Mithridatium The
findings revealed that, despite its historical background, lexical and semantic
transformations, and the Hellenic origins of its creator, Mithridatium was
invented by Mithridates VI (134 to 63 B.C.), the king of the ancient Anatolian
Kingdom of Pontus who was of mixed Persian and Greek ancestry in the
Black Sea region. Regardless of its genealogy, the Greek form of Mithridates’
antidote, known as Mithridatium, permeated Persian medicine (PM) and
became firmly established. What is clear is that Mithridatium had an Iranian
origin, with semantic transformation in PM.
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1. Mithridatium
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9. Mithridates VI Eupator, Kingdom of Pontus
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10. Mehrdad —_—

11. Mihr 1. ta(e)r[i]yaq-e azreh

12. Mitra 2. Sarab-e democritus hakim

13. Miga 3. jo(a)vares-e jalinus

14. Miera 4. ayarej’-e loghazia

15. Mitr 5. Galen

16. Mis 6. Pythagoras

17. Manfred Mayrhofer 7. Hippocrates

18. Mithros 8. Mithridatium
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28. Cappadocia

29. Kingdom of Pontus

30. Mithradates VI Eupator
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Mithridates/lmIGrI'deItiIz/ or Mithradates/

mifrodeltiz/ (Old Persian Mifradata)y is the

Hellenistic form of an Iranian theophoric
name, meaning “given by the Mithra”. Its Mod-
ern Persian form is Mehrdad.
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19. Hinduism

20. Zoroastrianism
21. Roman Mithraism
22. Mifradata

23. Mihrdat

24. Mithridates

25. Seleucid Empire
26. Anatolia

27. Land of Punt
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