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Abstract

Introduction: In this study, we aimed to assess the relationship between the frequency of
instructional interaction and some intervening variables with student persistence in distance
education.

Materials & Methods: This study was a descriptive-analytical survey comprising 5287
undergraduate students in three universities in Iran, of which 744 students were selected
randomly. Two researcher-made questionnaires about persistent and non-persistent students were
used for data collection.

Results: The frequency of instructional interaction was positively correlated with student
persistence rates in e-learning courses. Apart from finding a positive relationship between
learner- instructor and learner- learner interaction, we found a positive and significant
relationship between learner-instructor interaction and student persistence as well. Moreover, we
found that intervening variables such as sex, marriage, and personal role were significantly
related to persistence rates in e-learning courses.

Conclusion: Increasing the frequency of interaction, especially the relation student-instructor
interaction, will increase the student persistence and commitment. Since persistence rate is a
main worry in distant education, our results emphasize that instructional institutions as
universities can increase the persistence rates of e-learning courses by increasing instructional
interaction.
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